
The Problem of Evil – explain it 

Sources/ Causes of Evil Types of evil: define -  
Moral evil  
 
Natural evil:  
 
 
Structural evil: 

Original Sin: define, how it affects us, 
why we inherit it 
 

J. Mackie – 4 things about what he 
thinks about evil 
 

Magisterium: Augustine’s view of evil (5 
points) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church say about evil? 
 

Free Will defence 
what is it? 
 
 
How does Mackie disagree? 
 
 
 
How does Augustine disagree? 

Theodicy 
Define it 
 
Give 2 examples of a theodicy 
 

REVISION – GOOD & EVIL 



 

Scripture: Jesus – how does he solve the 
Problem of evil? 
 
Shows God’s goodness 
 
 
 
 
 
Shows God’s power 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Transforms suffering: 

Dualist – define it  

Scripture: the Story of Job 
Summarise the story 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does it explain evil 

God’s goodness 
Give evidence why Christians believe God 
made the world, not a demiurge 
 
 
 
 
Give 3x evidence why Christians believe God 
made physical reality good .  
 
 

What do Jews believe about God’s goodness 
 
 
 
 
 
What do Jews believe about sin & evil   

Christian Tradition: What early Christians suffer/ how they reacted 
 
St. Paul: what did he suffer? 
 
2 quotes to show St.Paul’s attitude to suffering/ evil: 
 
 
Why else might Christian prefer to suffer evil? Give a quote & explain  



 

The Trinity: Definition 
 
 

What Jews believe about the Trinity 
- About Jesus 

 
 
 

- About the Spirit  
 
 
 
Christian response: 
 

Importance of the Trinity for Christians 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 

The Incarnation: Define 
 

Analogies of the Trinity 
Augustine’s: 
 
 
 
Other: 
 
 
Heresies: 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
Bible quotes 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3.  
 

Incarnation: explain John 1:1 
In the beginning was the Word 
 
 
The Word was with God 
 
 
 
The Word became flesh 
 

Kenosis: Define 
 

Salvifici Doloris 
What is it? 
 
 
3 things it teaches 
 
 

What the Incarnation means for suffering: 
About Jesus 
 
 
For Christians: 
 



  

Virtue 
Define it: 
 
The four cardinal virtuesre & meaning 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
Virtues are like skills because.. 
 
 
Suffering helps us grow in virtue  
For example 
 
 
Example 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Using statues in worship 
Jews disagree because: 
1.  
 
2.  
 
 
Catholics think using statues are a good idea 
because 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
 
Protestants disagree because: 
 
 
 
 
 

Michelangelo’s Pietà 
Define Pietà: 
 
Explain “Catholic ambivalence to suffering” 
 
 
The Pietà shows ambivalence because: 
 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
 
 
 
 
Protestants disagree because: 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rosary 
How you say it: 
 
 
What you think about: 
 
 
 
How this might help in suffering: 

Pilgrimage 
Define: 
 
Examples: 
 
Reasons to go on one: 
 
 
What Jews do 
 



 

Jesus’ teaching: Beatitudes 
= “blessed attitudes” 
Eg 1 Beatitude: 
 
 
Meaning: 
 
 
 
Eg 2 Beatitude: 
 
 
 
Meaning: 
 
 
 
The Beatitudes are important for Christians to 
follow because… 

Jesus’ Example: to Sinners & Outcasts 
General attitude: 
 
 
 
Specific examples:  
woman  caught in adultery:  
 
 
 
The leper/ thief on the cross 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus’ teaching: Sermon on the Mount 
 
1. The OT law says: 
 
 
But Jesus says: 
 
 
2. The OT law says: 
 
 
But Jesus says: 
 
 
Jesus’ teaching is different because he is 
emphasising… 
 
 
 
This is more difficult because… 

Natural Law 
Define: 
 
 
Aquinas’ 5 precepts of NL: 
 
 
 
 
 
What is morally wrong according to NL & why: 
Eg1 
 
 
 
 
Eg2 
 
 
 
 

Conscience 
Define it: 
 
 
The two parts of conscience are: 
1. 
 
 
 
2.   
 
 
 
Conscience has to be formed: this means… 

Moral authority 
Define it 
 
Sources of religious authority are: 
 
Sources of non-religious authority:  


